History of Education
whether attached to courts or to universities, possessed but $
meager income; consequently, it was their custom to supple-
ment this by receiving private students into their homes
Through such work, rather than through university lectures,
these men reduced the new learning to definite educational
procedure, and exercised their greatest influence on their
times and on education. Both Barzizza and Chrysoloras,
leaders respectively in the Latin and the Greek revival,
conformed to this custom, and Guarino of Verona was one
of the most successful and most famous. A somewhat more
detailed statement of the work of one of these must answer
tor that of all
Vittorino da Feltre (1378-1446) has been considered as the
most famous of all these Italian educators, both by his own and
by succeeding generations.    Since none of his writings have
survived,  his  reputation  depends  on  the  influence  of  his
pupils and the traditions of his school.     Vittorino was a
product of the earlier generation of humanists, and had been
a pupil, or at least had been associated with the three scholars
just "mentioned.    He taught privately at Padua and Venice
and publicly at the university at Padua before organizing
the school which was to be the means of his great influence.
In 1428, at the call of the "Prince of Mantua, who wished to
have the dignity of a school of the new learning at his court
to rival that of the neighboring courts, Vittorino established
at Mantua the school which he continued  until his death.
This school represented the first thorough  organization of
the new learning for school purposes as distinct from uni-
versity lectures.    The master here gave the Greek idea of a
liberal education its first modern embodiment, and taught to
the youth for the first time the literature, history, and civiliza-
tion of the Romans instead of the mere form of their language
Later ages have given Vittorino the title of *' the first modern
schoolmaster."    With the children of the court he, in time,
issodated children of h?s friends and of the   neighboring